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April 13 th , 2021 



u SCWA recognizes the importance of being a good neighbor when 
it comes to maintaining our properties across the county, which 
is why we are seeking to keep the Northport community 
informed about the upcoming work at our Douglas Avenue 
facility tonight. 

u We know this type of work can be disruptive to the local 
community, but it is necessary to ensure a clean, safe drinking 
water supply for the surrounding area.  

u This project is being funded by the recently enacted Water 
Quality Treatment Charge found on your SCWA water bill.

u SCWA has also received a $900K grant from the NYS 
Environmental Facilities Corporation to help pay the 
anticipated $3+million dollar cost of this project.

Tonightõs Public Presentation
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Notification of Tonightõs 

Public Presentation 



u SCWA Acquired Douglas Avenue Elevated Tank property 1960 

as part of the Northport Waterworks Company.  

u 1967 - Well #1 drilled and placed in service 

u 1980 (approx.) - Elevated Tank demolished 

u 1989 - GAC filtration added for well #1

u 2015 - SCWA purchases 21 McKinney

u 2016 ð2018 - Well #2 is constructed and placed in service 

utilizing part of 21 McKinney property

u 2016 and 2017 ðtwo unsuccessful attempts to sell 

remainder of 21 McKinney Property

u 2020 NYS adopts MCL for Emerging Contaminants 1,4 

Dioxane and PFOA/PFOS 

Douglas/McKinney Property History



u The Douglas Avenue PS produces approximately 19% of 

water consumed in the Northport Area.

u The water quality is generally very good with low nitrates, 

no pesticides and very little iron.

u VOC contamination is commonly found in Huntington wells 

and as a result, GAC systems are commonly used 

throughout the area.

u The Douglas Avenue PS helps maintain local water pressure 

in the area and as far away as Eatonõs Neck.   

Douglas Ave PS as Part of 

Northportõs Water Supply 



u 1,4-dioxane is a synthetic chemical historically used as a 

stabilizer for industrial solvents, predominantly 1,1,1 -

trichloroethane, which was banned in the 1990s. It is also used 

in inks and adhesives and is present in trace amounts in 

consumer products such as detergents, shampoos and 

cosmetics as a by-product of the manufacturing process. 

u Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) and Perfluorooctanoic acid 

(PFOA) are fluorinated organic chemicals used in treatments to 

protect carpets, clothing, furniture fabrics, paper packaging 

for food and non -stick cookware. They are also used in 

firefighting foams.

1,4 -Dioxane, PFOS & PFOA



u In August of 2020 New York State set new Maximum 

Contaminant Levels (MCL) for three emerging 

contaminants in water: 1,4 ðDioxane, PFOA & PFOS.  

uThe new MCL for 1,4-Dioxane is 1 part-per-billion.

uThe new MCL for PFOS/PFOA is 10 parts-per-trillion. 

uBoth have been detected in water in parts of Suffolk 

County in trace amounts.

uBoth wells at Douglas Avenue PS have low levels of 1.4 

Dioxane in them.  Latest data (Well#1 2.73 ppb, Well 

#2 1.2 ppb) 

u For reference: 

u1 Part-per-billion = 1 second in 32 years

u1 Part-per-trillion = 1 second in 32,000 years 

Removing 1,4 -Dioxane, PFOS & PFOA







Upgrades to the Douglas Avenue 

Pump Station 

Presented by

Tim Kilcommons P.E. ðSCWA Chief Engineer and Director of R&D 



uRemoval of the existing house and cottage at 21 

McKinney Avenue. 

uConstruction of two new granular activated carbon 

(GAC) systems along with two new advanced oxidation 

systems which remove 1,4-Dioxane from drinking 

water.

uInstallation of a pre engineered building to house 

systems.

uRemoval of existing (GAC) system and building on site.

uInstalling Landscaping, replacement of fencing and site 

restoration.

Douglas Ave PS Upgrades Will Include:



Existing Douglas Ave

GAC Building

New Granular Activated Carbon 

(GAC) Systems 


